Surface texture evaluation of glass ionomer restorative materials polished utilizing poly(acrylic acid) gel.
This study evaluated the surface texture of three different glass ionomer restorative materials and a composite resin, polished by a new method using poly(acrylic acid) gel. Conventional polishing methods and finishing agents were compared to the proposed new procedure. Evaluations were carried out employing three techniques: profilometry, scanning electron microscopy and microhardness testing. The use of a poly(acrylic acid) gel with polishing discs gave significantly better results, and is therefore recommended for clinical applications.